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Lilit Kosyan – Documents about the Western Armenian Migrants  

Who Survived the Massacres in 1890s 
 
In 1890s 300.000 Western Armenians became victims of the massacres organized by Abdul Hamid 

II. The Armenians who managed to escape with their lives from the slaughtering policy began to migrate 
spreading all over the world. They were also persecuted on their way. Their naked and starving condition 
that made them fall victim on the one hand, and the Kurdish assaults on the other aggravated the 
condition of the miserable refugees. In order to lend them a helping hand, different charitable, social and 
religious organizations and companies were founded. The Armenian charitable fund of the Caucasus 
established in 1881 was among such companies, which had undertaken the greater part of humanitarian 
assistance to refugees. Part of the refugees settled in Vagharshapat. There are some documents given in 
the article which describe the condition of the refugees settled in Vagharshapat and the assistance shown 
to them. In these documents the Armenian charitable fund of the Caucasus describes the condition and the 
number of the refugees. 
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