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B WOKNeli—Kpyrawe, ol Gorbuias Kpyraa-.
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NOAOGHHX CTAKANOB (KonicKwis 1965
Ta6a. XIV 4,55
TyGausauin: CA. 1968, Mo1, . 270—-271; Cpeaen
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1978, No2, c. 99—106.

c. 508—509; Becran,

Ta6a. IX, IXa
10. Craxan wiamnapiueckuii ¢ miaockus  anow. Ha
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Gecupernoe. [[BUH, UEHTPATLHHI KBapTas, wim.
W 1543/741, K m

Taba. X1V, 10

15: Craxan ammapIEEKaA  RADCKM Aow, Crens
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Ti0¢, MOKpHTO TaTOR . 75 o

i i, NTot7sor,

75 cu. Jlaiw, wiTazeas, wis.
Cpeanesexosoe crexao, c. 61, N 37.
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TRADE RELATIONS OF MEDIEVAL ARMENIA

(According

H. M. DIANPOLADIAN, A. A,

Armenia, due {o its geographical _position,
played an important political and economic role in
Western Asia. During _the formation of feudalism
and its development and especially with an increase
in ihe production of goods, Armenian’s cconomic
selations with various countries, expanded. St-a-
fogic and important trade routes connecting
East and the Wesi, the North and the South lay
through the Armenian hxghlamh To a certain extent
the development of ( rical—cultural life of

ihy

el e e e e herratonal rane
sit trade, the direction of trade routes and the des
ree to which they were used. Armerians actively par
ticipated in that trade, exporling agricultural and
animal products, natural mineral wealth and especi-
ally craftware of good taste.
From Western Asia, Byzanlnlm.

the Far East
ces, aromatic
Ik, furs, various guud: of daily use,
among hem pottery and glassware.

Glassworking was well developed in Western
Asia and in Byzantium during. (he Middle Age
thus it was quite natural for it (o become a means,
of exchange in international trade. Thal fact became
evident during excavations at Ani and Dvin, the
largest, Armenian cities. Although Armenia was
known for its goods used in trade, one of the more

mportant being glassware, yet glass vessels from
the famous workshops of Egypl, Syria, Iran and
a,muum. comprised a considerable part of impor
ted goods. The main aim of this work is lo present
D5 atliles g thus, by using different methods,

complele as much as possible and verify Armenian's
trade- cmmvmlcal r!lalmm with different couniries,

Home n carly medieval Armenian cities
was relalivel)‘ less developed and less active when
compared with foreign {rade. It was in the IV ¢. that
urban life received a strong blow when Shapuli 11
altacked the land, when {rade and crafts stood o
the brim of destruction; much time and a new upsi:
rge in urban life was needed to restore them. Some
information on ome Irade has been preserved in
chureh canons. One of these canons. strictly forbade

IN THE VI—XI1I TH CENTURIES

to glass—work data)

KALANTARIAN

the clergy lo indulge in trade, since il was consi-
dered an occupation for laymen.

Armenia, being between two great powers, Iran
and Byzantium, was a cenire of international tran
sit trade. In the Justuian code, the emperor's edict of
408—9, spoke of a pact cor belween the By-
zantine empire and Sassanian Iran, accord 20
which international trade exchange was pers
in Western Asia at only three places i'ormul\ dec
ded upon: at Nizibin (Iran), at Gallinicum (Racca
on the Euphrates, Byzantium), at Hlzsnattacme.
- In later centuries the role of the latter was ta-
Vetion by Dyin, not far from Artashat.

Tlm main trade routes of ihis region of Armenia

in the map called_tabula_ peutingeriane
\xcnrr‘mg o that map Artashal, and after the v ¢
Dvin. were connected by main routes fo seaports in
Iran, Asia Minor, Georgia, and the northern and
castern shores of the Black Sea. It also shows the
“royal road”, the Arlaahni—-Tlgramkert i
part of the "Great Silk Route” fror

Al cities onaain trade ponles; .llung with the
capitals ook active part i trade.

in international
Theodosiopolis (Karin) and Vagharshapat differed
in this respect.

From the V' c. Dvin, the last capital of the Ar-
sacids, founded in the 30's of the IV ¢, became a
large centre of transit (rade. Later it was the seal of
Armenian marzpans, Arab ostikan (goverriors), of
Mohammedan emirs and for 400 years, the residence
of the catholicos

Dvin was one of the largest cultural and ccono-
mic centres of Ammml. This s what _the historian
Procop Zacsaria wrote in the VI ¢. "Dvin"
(Dubois) has very len!lu land; it has a mild climate
and fine water. It is eight hours from Theodosiopolis
There the ficlds are level, suitable for horse riding.
Well-populated villages close 1o each are
pupulmd by tradesmen, since from India,

Georgia

5 of C:

from

ncighb and many places.
Bireian et wmun rule, goods
here to trade wit )




According 1o itineraries compiled by Anania
akatsi in the VII c, five trade routes lay in
different directions out of Dvin. The Northern route
went from Dvin fo Partav and Derbend to eastern
Europe. The Western route Asia Minor to Constan
tinople; the Snulh western road through Racea to
Aifrica; the i—eatern fo Nakhichevan, Tizbon,
the Persian (.l\x][ and the castern to Paytakaran, the
Caspian Sea and Middle Asi i
itineraries show trade routes more extensively, not
limiting (hemselves 1o only administrative centres.
Another important trade route [rum Illdu via Bak-
tria, the southern shores of the
Transcaucasia _(Nakhichevan,
mentioned by Shirakatsi in another of his works.
Jewels and other goods were mworlcd on this route.
“The infiltration of the o Armenia
for reasons of trade i parll\ularl_\' iaredin They
came from Khuzistan, a large trade and handic
centre

in_ Sassanian Iran.
The Nestorians  played an important role in
Iran in nia, (hey, therefore, organized

g in Arme
their own commurity in Dvin and actively traded
Evidently, Svrhuh also had their trade communities
in Dy were a {rade-loving people of the Near
Eust sni the Modilectitiear oot Archacological
finds are evidence of these communities; cspec
the seals, some stamps of which are not Armenian
in_origin

Interesting material on the organization of trade
in carly medieval Armenia, is given by clay sealing
bearing impressions of different scals, found at Dyin
Jtab. XLVIL, 1—6/. They were used to ratify state
documents, correspondence and also fo stamp bales
for trade. e were both stamps -and personal
stamps. Forly—one sealings were found at Dyin,
some of them having as fsuy we Gty stats:
Nurmerous impressions of the siamp on various
i
Armenia, merchants had ~their own  organizations,
necessary for long journeys by caravan and for fo-
reign trade arrangements

Numismatic maierial, especially monetary trea-
/lab. XLVIII/ are particulary significant in
\tmlwng and clarifying trade relations. The earliest
ation at Dvin V cc. was the Sas.
T sl et e e mnieR payment i1
Western Asia.

In Din coins of mints from thirty Iranian cities
were in circulaton in the VI c. besides which By.
zantine copper and silver coins, gold dinars referred
to in written sources, have been found during exca-

ires

!

vations there. The discovery of vividly reflects |
ernational trade between the Eeast and the West |
ing through Armenia,

Glass and bronze weights iound at Dvin are
most interesting from (he point of view of trade—
monetary relations existing between Armenia and |
Byzantium. Glass seals, of which bore the letier
and two others bearing the letter N, used fo weigh
gold coins, so-called exagiums /tab. XLVI, 79/ whose
weight (4.52, 452, and 4.40 gms) is equal to I!u
weigth (nomisma) of one gold Byzantine c
bronze weights are of 2 and 12 nomisma, with cor-
responding symbols /tab. XLVII, 7/. Fundamental
changes in the monefary system used in Armenia
were nof observed during (he initial period of Arah
domination (end of VII-Ist half of VIII cc.). It was,
only in the second half of the VIII c. that co
he caliphate appeared and Armenia began to use
the gencral monetary system of the Arab caliphate.

The economic decline of Armenia during Arah
domination (end of VIl-beginning of

pa

fluenced U6 e it o
tain conditions leading to ext \ with various
o iphate, Armes g that ||c od.

lost

its position in lerationsl «rmc In the ini

tial period, trade relations between the East and

Asia Mi s

wars with the Byzantine empire. The breaking off of
trade also had its influence on Armenian

a period of economic dcline, and
bcumc military-administrative centrcs.
 ihe ca-

ypolis, about
whose craftware Arab chronologists (Yakut, Yakubi
and others) speak with high praise. In spite of limi-
tations, foreign trade was conducted with diffesent
countries within the caliphate. There were (rade rela:
tions with the Khazars.

Arabitineraries were sompled o help Aol
soldiers and off are in greal detail gi
ving all stops and the distances covered in one day.
All the roads would finally meet at administrative
cenires in the northern region of the Arab calipha:
te such as Dvin, Partev, Maraga, Ardebil. Naturally
enough, besids troops, tax collectors and trade cara
vans also passed along those roads.

v nt its own coins from the
half of the VITT e. which along with other Arab dir
hems were widely circulated in international mar-
kets, among them Armenia, then a province of the
Arabian caliphate. Coins minted in Armenia may
be found in the monetary treasuries of European |
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couniries—Sweden, Finland, Denmark (IX—X cc).
Similar coins have been found in Old Ladoga, Nov
orod, Kiev,Moscow, an zan

In the VII—X cc. monetary units ur adjacent
cities and states (Iran, Syria,

Nishapur, Mery, Heral, Bukhara, Samaasds ete)
were circulated in Armenia, an evidence of the
extensive trade relat h those countries. Coirs

of Baghdad and Rayy were widespread. In Armenia
copper coins were mainly used in home trade

In the countries of the Caliphate, among them
Armenia of IX c., there began a brisk increase in
the forces of production and economiic progress,
That development finally brought aboul the inriia
tion of feudal ciies, an increase in the production of
goods, the separation of crafts from agriculture and
the growth in home and foreign trade.

The political situation changed in Western Asia
too in the IX ¢. The formerly mighty Arabian C
phate began to de i
tral Abbasian power s
political life in mlllylng semi-independent  priti
palities. In northern Armenia, the Bagratid feud:!
family whose political aims were very definite, re-
ceived sovereignty and the royal crown. The Bagra
id Kings wanted ta regulate the economic life of the
country. First of all trade-diplomatic relations “lllv
ud|:ace||l wunmes were pul info order. The i
step i espect was the trade sireemenl i
e B e empire at the and of the
ding 13 ohikh Arsienan meichanis could. rade at
Black Sea ports (Trebizond, Sinope. etc.). Armen
itineraries till that aggreement, p out Armenia
as the only land route, connecting Asia Minor with
the capital of the empire. That route wen! via Ka-
rin, Yerzinka, Konia, Amasia to Constantinople and
then on to Rome.

Thus g nu- end of the X c. and
of the XI ¢ on the new route began to flourish
and pros ntemporaries spoke with delight of
the uniold riches received al these cities from such
sea—fand trade.

As a result of brisk trade with Byzaniiuin.
urge quantily of Byzantine gold coins flowed into

; being more stable currency, it gradually
rep]accd the Arab dirhem. Byzantine gold coins
found during excavations at Dvin were of Constan
tinople coinage.

Alter the fall of the Bagratids (1043) and with
Seljuk invasions (1048), there was a temporary
economic decline i . The political and o
nomic life of Armenians was centered in Cilicie

to activize

7

the beginning

where in the X1 c. the Armenian kingdom was esta-
blished. It played an importantrolein Western Asia
for three centuries. Armenians, with their ~seaports
i lant ot {ack ilne o pach e ende blyoon
the East and the West. There existed ties beiy

Armenia and Mohammedan counries
Cilician coins and crofware found at
are proof of this 3

In the Xlle. @ new rise in (he economy of Ar-
menia and growth of eities was noted. Large cen-
tres of trade and handicrafts in the X1 ¢. were such
Armenian  citie: Dvin, Awi, Karin, Kars, elc
Archacological excavations at Ani and Dvin as well
as wrillen sources give evidenee of the brisk trace
with various countries. Outstanding among thosc
are the fine porcelain objects from central Iran
(Rayy, Kashan, Sultanabad), seladon of Chinese
origin, Syrian glassware, etc. Precious stones, gold,
spices and other goods were imported from the East

Due to an increase in trade with Georgia in the
AII c. large number of Georgian coins flowed into
Armenia. Copper coitis of Tamara and Rusudan were
oiten found. Armenian-Georgian relations were the
A of political events after the liberation of
Armenia, the result of the political-military
mn)wrnuur\ of these two peoples. The Zakarians
were at the head of that movement.

The basie trade laws of Medieval Armenia are
reflected in Mkhitar Gosh's code of laws. Many
clauses of this XII ¢, code of laws reflect conditions
which existed in the land in early fimes and tra-
ditionally passed on to the period of feudalism. The
same thing may be said about the ~organization of
trade

Urban trade in the land was the privilege of
the supreme sovereign and was supervised by {he
supremme power. Feudal lords controlled local trade;
ey supervised it hoth in cities and other ~seltle-
merts. \mnn: the duties of the feudal lords was the
cstablis! measures and weights for goods
. A1l throughou (he slate a uniform_system of
{axation was enforced. 1t was collected at the p\m
of trade slong; i the sale of mposted

Home «nd ntoiaflac| Sra i Bive s
organization—a market. Among big {rade institutions
of the Middle. Ages were marketTaics, Which ook
place at previously designated places and finies.
The fairs had local and international swnmuwm

As a rule, in large cities there ide the
main market, many smaller markets, e dal
zing in the sale of a particular type of awrmunnl
product or craftware.

fierent sites

= %



Merchant sresujsatin mdieted thec york
locally. Cenerally, people, from the same city, of the
same nationality and per ived in a particular part
of the city or setilement, basically outside ~the city
walls. There, fhey had places 1o stop at, storage
facilities and could hire watchmen,

i trade with a given city was conducted rogu
larly, the more important trade scttlements were
fransformed 1o permanent living quarters for merch-
ants, thus organizing trade communities. To ensure
the needs of merchants and caravans, special dwel-
lings for caravans and inns were built on mountain
paths. In cities 100, inns were built  for
merchants,

A few such consiructions have heen excavaled
at Ani. Two of them, the largest and more richiy
furnished, were located in the centre of the city, not
far from "Main Streel”, near the central gates,

In one of the urban districts of Dyin,
public building has been parily cxcavated.
was probably the central market of me towi
consiruction with its 36 columns (4 r
example of carly medieval monumental archilecture

Excavalions at medieval monuments afford rich
material (o help in clarifying a number of problems
concerning Armenian foreign trade, Artistic pottery
and glassware stand out among the material found
in Ani and Dyin. There is a collection of rare exarn-
ples of local and imparted glass vessels, which in
respect to quantity have great mslonux value, \\xdeu
our concept of gl-morkmg 1l ce.
Transcaucasia and Westers

Glxss\mrking S Mool very deep roots.
Very early examples of glassware exist from (he
11— millenium B. C., found in tombs and Urartian
monuments. Glassworking reached a high level of
development in_ancient times (Garni, Arlashat).

Medieval glassworking sunlmuzd the best lia-
ions of ancient production. s evidenced by
carly medicval glass objects [mmrl at D, Halzn
van, Aygevan, Garni

Armenia foreign sources give us much
information on the development of glassworking in
Armenia. First among them is Agathangelos' descrip-
tion of the fife of Hripsimé. It contains much re-
ference to different articles and glass vessels. I
medieval Armenian manuseripts, -interesting infor-
mation has been preserved on the composition of
glass. Armenia was rich in sources of raw material
for glass. Much valuable material on thal subject
may be found in Byzantine and Arab sources. Men-
tion is also made of imporled glass. Thus

traveling

2

Sibat Bagratuni presented the Arab
coloured glass vessel, Bmmme in ori
Urhayetzi says that Katranidé, the Armenian
had a very expensive cr torch brought
India for the Kathoghiké church in Ani.

in was the famous centre of glassworking |l|
medieval Armenia. The study of Dvin glass not umy
makes it possible Lo differentiate articles of loca
glasswork, but also to uudrn(aunl its development, |
of a V— glassworking jurnace
were revealed during mggmp for apalace constris
Large quantifies of leftovers were found ther
glass panes for windows, pieces of xamp>, etc. The!
chemical analysis of glass showed the e
obsidian rocks and dolomite in the tompul.l!d. In
umber of workshops

in characteristie
connected wilit t]ill(’-:

mir with 4
n. Matheos

el
lrum

1 Dvin whose products differed
eatures, siyle and technique,
of glass.
inium nunlml is characteris

XX

of

To determine where glassware was

produced,
especially by means of chemical analysis presents
much difficulty, since craftsmen migrated from one
country to anulhcr There is such evidence concern:
n who lived in Near Eeastern countries.
Those ualmnm brought with them not only tradi
tions but also the basic part
used. That explains why components of glass found
in different countr

Master craitsmen skilliully usis y: old traditions
and local raw material, created highly artistic b
jects of high qualily. Glassware occupied a firnt
place in the life of city folk. Even though high-grade.
glassware could be found in Dvin, people, especially
the upper strata, would gel and collectin their homes
aesthetically fine glassware made by famous mas-
ters of glassworking of Iran, Syria, Byzantium.
The collection of glassware in Dvin in VI—XI1
included wonderiul objects brought from these
countries, a fact confirming and  outli trade
routes.

“The oldest and best samples of imported glas
sware found during excavations at Dyin are pro-
ducts of Iranian masters. Those objects (mostly of
everyday use) are varied in shape bul have been
prepared and ornamented by common. {echnigucs.
There are thick, semi-transparent. glass bowls on

o simil

— 12—

which there are ru!ish«d facets of dm-m figures
Jtab. 1—11, XV, 1, 2/. Similar bowls prepared
locally, yet they were different in manner of execu-
i

jon
“The next group of imported vessels are thick-
walled, conical cups, widespread in \m«m. Asia
in IX—X ce. /tab. IV, VI—XI1, XI
literature they are called product A
workshops™ of Iraq (Baghdad, Samarra) and used
for export. Similar cups have been found over a
very large territor)
Kuldor—tepe, Karabulagh), in the nortl Coicasin
and even in northern Europe (Birka, Sweden). As a

cule such cups were found along with Abbasian co-
ins. These consical cups, well-known in archacolo-

various facets, ornaments, circular facets, almond—
shaped and rhombic facets i cxcavation
at central Dyin, have yielded new matcrial, amos
them conical cups with polished Tacets. Outstanding
$1ag e gl g T 977 sy docors
fed with vegetative and geometric designs
VIH—VIIL, X/. One of them bears part of an Arabic
inseription /tab. X111/

There is a bowl in the Dyin glass collection
with Arabic inscription along the lip. Unfortunatel
the bowl was mold—blown, and the inscription is
illegible; however the time and place where it was
prepared (Northern Mesopotamia 1X c) may be
correctly discerned by means of Kufa letters /ah.
XI1/.

efc. Re

“The next group of glass vessels from Dyin, are
cups wilh a body widening in the upper pari, cor:
aratively thin walls of transparent glass /tab. XVI
—XVI11/. They are richly ornamented and may be
classified with rare, valluable glassware. They arc
rarely found in glass collect Such cups are
known fo be from Samarra

Sinall, (hick-walled flasks have long been kiicw1
as articles of international trade-barter; large quan-
tities of such flasks have been found during excava
tions of medicvel cities and fortresses. Those flasks
have a fim base and a narrow neck. They were
molded and then worked up when cold Jtab. AV/
Those vessels were very convenient for e o
transporting aromatic oils md perfumes. A compa-
rison of the shapes, quality of glass and ornamei
tation of (hose flasks with similar vessels of Syri
and Egyptian origin (Fostal) convinces us thal they
were imported. Those vessels are mentioned in refe-
rences, as being sold in Syri yptian mar-
kets for medicaments and aromatic oils. No doubt

s,

in the IX—X cc. Armenia traded extensively with
Caliphate cities Bagdad, Samarra and glass was
basically imported from (here. Material from Dvin
i show that such imports also continued in
the XI—XII cc.

In the Dvin collection there is a two-handled
vase, made of lhick colourless glass. The enlire
covered with large facets /tab, V/. Paral
lei vessels are very few in number. We know of one
vessel of green glass, at the Corning Glass Museum
(USA); it is lhum:hl to be Iranian glass of IX-Xcc

Fla: and their necks ftab. X1/ are
often found in IX—X ce. maierial, made according
to complicated glass cutling techiques. There isone
\m‘h complete vessel in the Dyin collection. Similar
s may be found over an extensive territory,
Weslor Agfa, Sumareé, Rayy, Nishapus: Alrasia,
They are found in urcnl numbers l‘\phm ily K
Ibuk, trade—craf iddle A

There is a U pcm shaped Lry>l|\ Jugg which

stands o 1 Uhe Dy eolletion. 1t I8 revindtul of
re eras when metailic forms were known.
Another ofie of the same vessel was found in Nisha
pur (Berlin Museum). Both vessels wm prepared
al the same workshop and are dated

Among material found in the e s ofthe
central part of Dvin, a coloured-glass vessel stands
cut having a narrow oval lip and an ornamented
body. A bird, probably an cagle, holding the vic
in its claws, has been preserved. There is a Kufa
inscription, a wish, among the pictures. Parallel
vessels. do not exist Jtab. XXVIII, XXVIllal.

I that same place in 1980 fragments of three
cups were found of thin iransparent glass with
coloured ornaments and inscriptions /tab. XXIII,
28,29, XXIV, XXIVa. The bodyof thefirst cup is de
corated in yellow and brown. The vegetative design
hiere includes & kind of fantastic animal. An in-

ription has been painted on the glass. Of the se-
cond cup only a small fragment with vegelative de-
signs | Im< been preserved. The ornament of the third
s of four-pelalled flowers, ihepetals being

cup const
green e inseription on the lip may be read in
part

Similar copies of these coloured cups are nol

often fourid. T]me is a similar cup on display al
the Moscow State Historical Museum in the sow-

case “Trade Relations of the Golden Harde XI1—
XIV ce
fnown

The place where the cup was found is not
while the date s incorrect. More similar
of the VIH-IX cc. are known in numlgl
found in Syria and Egypl. There is a et i
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in the same manner in the Metropolitan Museun

fund (USA) d IX c. and is believed to have ori-
||=md in Egy
A deep ol v«nh folded lips is included in this
same group; it is made of thin transparent glass
and decorated ellow, brown and green. The
decoration is divided into four horizontal parts. The

uppermost is an inscription, the second consists of
vegelative design, the third is an inscription; while
the fourth is decorated with rhombes and dots
There is another inscription at the bottom of the
vessel with symbols of the Sun and the Moon /tab.
XXV, XXV,

The same kind of glassware is {0 be found in
Dvin excavations of previous years, though they are
T e

e technique of cul glass is traditionally con
ndmd the product of an Egyptian workshop; in the
IX c. it spread to Western Asia and in XI—XIII e
it was widely used in Byzantine and  Syrian work-
shops. In the 200 years of development and pericc.
tion this technique, many separate schooll—works-
hops appeared with characteristic features and aes.
thetic styles, Among Syrian cities il was Race
fhat first producedcut glass. The style of decos
g used at those workshops, differing from those
differing from those of Aleppo (XII c)
¢ Damascus (XIII ¢). stands oul for ils
greater use of gold. The entire gro
up of painted glassware found in the central part
of Dyin are of the X ¢. and from the point of view
one of glasswere produ-
ced in Syrian workshops, especially the famous
masters of Racca.

According o Armenian itineraries, one of the
bualesl frade routes went from Dvin fo Jerusaler,

e Mediterranean Sea and then on to North
Tlml rouie lay near the south Armenian
Manazkeri, Khlat, Nprkert near Hamid, then to the
river Tigris and then south through Aleppo and Da
maseus. It was _one of the important extensively
used of the Middle Ages. It was on thal route (hat
tribuites collected were faken to Damascus, the
copital of the Caliphate; military and  diplomatic
detachments moved, and Mohammedans
Mecea and Christians to Jerucalem. There was a
continual flow of trade caravans on this road. In
international {rade this main road played a very

portant role and maintained its significance du-
ring the Arab caliphate (VIIT—IX cc) and in later
years (X—XHI cc). Life in the cities on that road

e nrkshnp

was quite stable. They were. well popuaed. el
built and fine market:

AL both Duin and Aniglass objects made by
famous masters .»l Rmn (IX ¢), Aleppo (XII ) |
and Damascus (XII—XIV cc) were found.

The E)lalmnc gl s finds at Dvin and Ani are

g They have great wgm[c.\mc .l

trade relations but

possible to xuuly Byzantine craft, especially s ol
velopment of glassworking.

Fine bowls of mosaic and such fragments have
Mezl found ai Dvin, which were widely known in

e West, mostly in ltaly in the IX—X cc. Two of
I)mm are shallow bowls made by the emillefiors me-
thod /tab. XXIX, 37/, the glass is thick and frosted.
One of the bowls was found in the citadel along
with XI c. lmamm- coins and with a blue,
parent glass vessel conical in shay
is an otnament <alled “bird feather

In 1953 in one of the citadel rooms in Dvin a
blue flask of thin glass was found, the entire surface
decorated with gold and yellow, green and red ena- |
el The vessel has a conical body, a thin neck and
cireular base. On the body of the vessel there are
four small and large cireular medallions, with pictu-
res of people and animals in the centre. One of {he
medallions shows a man sitting crosslegged with a
violin in his hand. The rest of the surface of this

ssel is covered with various animal, vegetative
and geomelric designs. The flask is a rare sample of
the high-grade objects made by Byzaniine glass
workers.

|

This oldest piclure of a violin. Its

zontal pusnmu, held by the left e s h‘aumg
gl u.e, characteristic of western musici-

he East siringed instruments

el . veslcat position, when playe

According o specialists, m.ugcu instrument
were used in the West from the IX ¢
pictured on this vessel may be called a
lin since it differs greatly from modern instruments
The waist of the violin is wider, its finger-board is
short and has three strings, although there are four
pegs at the end u[ the board,

In realily. it is a rare reproduction of a proto-
e o1 ek it i respect o style and
technique this vessel may be dated as belongitg fo

e XI ¢

e

were

Many years of archacological excavations at
Ani revealed the city's significance in trade and
craits among the citics of Northern Armenia. Exca-

g

vations by N. Marr and his followers showed that
the centre of trade and crafts of Ani was the new ¢

ty which grew outside the defensive walls of the cita-
del. 1t was there thal irade houses, markels,
were located, that is on the “Main Street" which led
from the citadel to the main enirance of the new cit
gates (Smbatashen). On this street there were ofhe
ypes of buildings foo, such as churches, mosques,

inns

Ani residents conducted a brisk trade with By-
zantium. There is a small collection of Byzan'ine
glass finds ing excavations by N. Marr at {he
State Historical Museum of Armenia. These valua-
ble objects of imported glass were in the
palace complex of the city, where the houses and
temples of rich fownsfolk were locae

e areiwo complete objects in this collection
One of them is a flask of dark lavender transparent
glass, with an extended body, a small, round base
and a high neck. It was found 1907 in one of the
courtrooms of the citadel palace /tab. XLIII, 7/
The second object is of milky-coloured glass funncl
shaped lamp, on which here are horizontal circul
furrows and bluish drops /tab. XLII/. They were
inserted into special frames and suspended frem
chandeliers. ‘There are two semi-spherical bowls and
fragments in the collection, ornamented with gold
and enamel that could have as parls of a
aimp

Among those finds in the palace u)lnpl(-x there
is a large number of fragments of glass v im-
ported irom Byzantine centres. There are lnany pi-
ctures on them, of vegetative, geometric and animal
design, of gold and enamel /tab. XLIII/.

Thus all the above mentioned glass objects
found at Ani and Dvin in the XI c., have all the
features characleristic of Byzantine glassworkitg
workshops. They are well worked out in motiis,
styles, in technique of gold and enamel decorations,
ete.

served

Although there are many references in written
sources to the high level of Byzantine glasswor
king, Hill very recently there were very few finds
which had originated within the limits of that wide
spread empire. Lately workshops were found where
glassware had been decorated with gold and enamel
the largest of them being that studied by Davidscn
in. Corinth.

In the last two decades Byzantine glassware
has been found in Old Ladoga, Novgorod, Turovo,
Khersones. Byzantine glass finds of Novogrudok are
particularly interesting.

5

Objects from the fortress ol Pafos (Cyprus, A
Megaus excavations) are coration and
form to Nuwgmduk Vel T ole werics 0
well-described Byzantine glass became known.
forvrt et Gl el EGH b7 ihe well
known flask of Constantinople now at St. Mark's in
Venice, a few fragments found at Fostai (Egypt)
confirmed the Theophile {reatise on the description
nl ﬂw technique used in preparing coloured glass

Siice al gt e areilaee

ol .,mu of this group of glassware described,
possible to speak in detail of their aesthetic features
and (thq\lu used, correctly define the style and.
in specific cases, give characteristic features of dif-
ferent schools and workshops of Byzantine glas
svernpinliog

Ani semi-spherical bowls have their paral-
lels in lmd» at Old Ladoga, Novogrudok and C
rus. The Dvin flask with ihe picture of the violi
has much in common with products from Coris
1t is very likely that the vessels from Novogrudok
and Cyprus were propzlul at the same workshop.

Byzantine
clarily trade
areas.

Glass bracelets found during ~excavations at
arkel, the capital of the Khazar state, have led fo
interesting observations on (rade relations of that
city X—XI cc. Black glass bracelets were brought
to Sarkel from Transcaucasian cities, mainly Dyin,
while ornamented and mosaic bracelets originatcd
at Byzantine workshops in Khersones and Corinth.

Medieval ifineraries mention two other routes
northward: one from Dvin, via Bdjni, along the
ravine of the Aghstev-Hunan River to Tiflis: the
other from Ani via Lori {o Dmanis, importing pot
tory and glass objects from Georgia (o Armenia

It must be mentioned  that glassworking was
one of the most widely:spread, developed ~craits in
Georgia in the IX—XII cc. Excavations have shown
the existence of many glass workshops, whose pro-
ducts of fine quality were sold at home markets and
imported to adjacent countries.

There is a wonderful Transparent glass cip
with high fect in the Dvin material, decorated with
overlay glass (hreads and yellow and reddish-brown
buttons /tab. XL/ It is known thal similar objecis
were made at Rustayi.

Two fragments of Vessels decorated with ena-
mel of different colours are most interesting /tab
XXVIL, 16, 17/. Parallels have been found in mate-

numbers

itis

routes and Byzantine empire trade




rial belonging 0 the glass workshops of Orbeli in
Georgia. Also of Georgian origin are the two dark
yellow glass bowls found at Dvin.

Armenia was given a heavy blow in the 30's of
the XIII c. by Mongolian invasions. In later centuries,
Armenia was a continuous battlefield, as a resultof
which it declined politically and cconomically: for-
merly prospering cities and provinces were destro-
yed. The urban population, craftsmen and merchants
began to migrate from the land in great numbers.

As a result of the new political ~situation in
an

Middle Asia and Western Asia
in international trade was played

Trade was mainly conducted
munities established
Crimea, Northern Caucasus, Lvoy
ewhere on trade roufes

in Derbend,

from Khorezm i Turkmenia via cities of the
Golden Horde to the Baltie Sea. Thi
had a negative influence on Armenian cities.

Podolsk and els-

important role
by the Northern

in its turn,

Armenian
Trebizond, ~the,

XVE-XVIII,

XIX.
XX,
I

| X
XN

| XXII-XRVIL

Xxvii-
X

LIST OF TABLES

Semi spherical
—vil

bowl with Duin

nt of semi-spherical bowl with decp
facels, Dvin, V—VII ce.

Per shaped flask, riangular o
me

Dyin,

Cup with polisied facets, Dvin, 1X c.
Fragmentof a lwo-handled vessel, engraved
ornaments, Dvin, 1X—X e

Engraved ornaments on thick-walled cups,
Dyi

X

8l b s commenis,
AVI-X e

Cups, thin-walled, with engraved ornaments,
Drin, 1X-X ec.

Jug, pear-shaped, one-handled with engra.
selormaments, D, IX

Large jug W neck, Din, 1X.

X e

Some kinds jugs, necks, Dyin, IX—
Relle. bowls /1, 2/, blown indecorsted
molds 35/, Dyin, X c.

Cups decorated with vegel
tric designs and Arabic i
X e

¢ and geome.

riptions, Nvin,

Decorated oval flask, bile, Dvin, IX .
Bowls of mosaic glass /1, 2
Fragments of flssks, thick-walled,
omnaments, Dyin, V—IX cc.
Tulip-shaped cups, D

feather

XXXI
XXXIIL

XXXIV.
XXXV,

XXXV
XXXVII-XL,

XLL

XLIL

XLIUI--XLIV.
XLV.

XLV

XLVIL
XL,
Xux

£
Li—LiL

Large conical cup ornameited  with bine
“hreads”, Dvin, 1X ¢

Small jug with white designs,
N

Vessel of lavender glass, Dy
Fragments of decorated flask, wi
of violinist, Dvin, N—X1 ec.

=

Dyin, I—

Fragments of decorated cups, Dyin, X—
Jugs and eup with overlay “thrends* and

Dyin, XL
Stamped handles and weights, Dyin VITI—
X ce.

Funnel-shaped lamps, Ani (2), V-
Fragments of various
Ani, X=X ee.

U
ornamented vess

Pear-siaped vessel,interior fo
flask, Garni, XII=XIV cc.
Weights of mosale glass and Byzaniine
cxagions /2], Dvin, V=VIl .

Clay stamps and bronze weights /7/, Dvi

V-t

handied

Siler coins, Sassanian and  Byzantin
vin, V—VII e

Falence _bowls, decorated with cobialt,
Din, IX ¢

Lustrous. faience, bird design, Dyin, IX c.
Lustrous faience  vessels, Dvin, XIi—
X e
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